
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Texas Collector Finds Roman Bust Missing from Germany Since World War II  

At Local Goodwill Store  

 

Work Now on View at the San Antonio Museum of Art 

Until Its Return to Germany in 2023 

 

San Antonio, TX—May 4, 2022— When Austin, Texas-based art collector Laura Young purchased a 

marble bust at a local Goodwill store in 2018, she didn’t know that she had accidentally stumbled upon a 

centuries-old sculpture that once belonged in the collection of King Ludwig I of Bavaria. The work, 

which was initially identified by Sotheby’s consultant Jörg Deterling and further authenticated by the 

Bavarian Administration of State-Owned Palaces, Gardens, and Lakes, is now on view at the San Antonio 

Museum of Art (SAMA) through May 2023. Once installed in the courtyard of the Pompejanum, a full-

scale replica of a villa from Pompeii built by the King in Aschaffenburg, the Roman bust, which dates 

from the late 1st century BC to the early 1st century AD, disappeared following World War II. It will be 

returned to Germany in 2023.  

 

Young, who actively looks for unexpected or undervalued artworks and antiques, discovered the Roman 

bust on the floor beneath a table at a Goodwill. After purchasing it, she noticed how old and worn the 

sculpture looked and began a multi-year journey to determine its authenticity and origin. She met with 

experts in the classics and art history departments at the University of Texas at Austin as well as from 

several auction houses across the country. Ultimately, Deterling was able to make the identification and 

support the process of connecting Young with the German authorities. As part of the agreement to return 

the sculpture to its rightful home in Germany, the Bavarian Administration of State-Owned Palaces 

agreed that the work would go on view at SAMA to engage the public with its history and story. 

 

“My husband and I were on a road trip when I got an email from Bonhams confirming the head was 

indeed ancient Roman, but without provenance they could be of no further assistance. Soon after that, 

Sotheby’s got in touch,” Young said. “There were a few months of intense excitement after that, but it 

was bittersweet since I knew I couldn’t keep or sell the (bust). Either way, I’m glad I got to be a small 

part of (its) long and complicated history, and he looked great in the house while I had him.” 

 

“It’s a great story whose plot includes the World War II-era, international diplomacy, art of the ancient 

Mediterranean, thrift shop sleuthing, historic Bavarian royalty, and the thoughtful stewardship of those 

who care for and preserve the arts, whether as individuals or institutions. We are so pleased that the 

Bavarian Administration of State-Owned Palaces agreed to allow us to have the sculpture on view at 

SAMA before it returns to its rightful home,” said Emily Ballew Neff, PhD, The Kelso Director. “A 

wonderful example of international cooperation, this is another critical way in which our art museums 

participate in diplomacy around the globe.” 

 



How the Roman bust arrived in Texas remains a mystery. In January 1944, during World War II, Allied 

bombers targeted Aschaffenburg and seriously damaged the Pompejanum, where the work had been 

installed. Authorities began a restoration of the Pompejanum in 1960 and it opened as a museum in 1994. 

The portrait, however, disappeared after the war, and its location remained unknown until Young’s 

discovery. After the end of World War II, the US Army established various military installations in 

Aschaffenburg, many of which remained until the end of the Cold War, and most likely a returning 

soldier brought the sculpture to Texas. 

 

“We are very pleased that a piece of Bavarian history that we thought was lost has reappeared and will 

soon be able to return to its rightful location. We would like to take this opportunity to thank the San 

Antonio Museum of Art for their support in returning the ancient portrait,” said Bernd Schreiber, 

president of the Bavarian Administration of State-Owned Palaces, Gardens, and Lakes. 

     

Inspired by the excavations in Pompeii, King Ludwig I had the Pompejanum built by the architect 

Friedrich von Gärtner in 1840-1848, to support engagement with ancient cultures. The Roman bust was 

among many works housed in the replica villa. The bust may portray a son of Pompey the Great (106–48 

BC), who was defeated in civil war by Julius Caesar. Some unusual details of the bust resemble other 

portraits of the famous general, including the curling lock of hair on his forehead, his furrowed brow, and 

the creases on his neck, but with the addition of the traditional beard of mourning worn by his sons after 

Pompey’s death.  

 

About the San Antonio Museum of Art 

The San Antonio Museum of Art serves as a forum to explore and connect with art that spans the world’s 

geographies, artistic periods, genres, and cultures. Its collection contains nearly 30,000 works 

representing 5,000 years of history, and is particularly strong in Greek and Roman antiquities, Asian art, 

and art of the Americas. The Nelson A. Rockefeller Latin American Art wing spans the ages from the 

ancient Americas to the present and includes an outstanding collection of pre-Columbian and folk art. In 

recent years, the Museum has placed particular emphasis on diversifying its contemporary collections to 

reflect the true diversity of voices shaping the trajectory of art. This has included an emphasis on works 

by women artists, artists of color, and artists from San Antonio and across the state of Texas.  

 

San Antonio is the nation’s seventh-largest city and is consistently listed as one of its fastest-growing. 

The Museum is housed in the historic Lone Star Brewery on the Museum Reach of San Antonio’s River 

Walk, and is committed to promoting the rich cultural heritage and life of the city. It hosts hundreds of 

events and public programs each year, including concerts, performances, tours, lectures, symposia, and 

interactive experiences. As an active civic leader, the Museum is dedicated to enriching the cultural life of 

the city and the region, and to supporting its creative community.  
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